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Chapter 1 : Writing an expository essay : lsj*^& 

Most academic writing is expository . that is the writer's purpose is to 
explain ideas and events by : 



_4J ^j^LUUl J 



1- Investigating ti^ill 

2- Describing what , how , why something takes place 

3- Illustrating those explanation by providing facts , examples, 
description , experience . 



• When writing an expository essay , we follow a three - step: JiJl 

1- Gathering information cjUjkJI^?. 

2- Focusing and organizing f^llj j^j^l 

3- Drafting, revising, and editing jjj^I j j 5^ 
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• Conventions of academic writing : ^p^VI aJ1£S\ ( <*^\ jl 

Expository writing like all academic writing , follow certain rules or 
conventions, these rules are called conventions because they are 
conventional practices that readers expect. 

• Topic sentences : 

1- Help readers understand what the paragraph is about 

2- It is a general statement that states the main ideas of a 
paragraph ^Ijaj^l ^ <Ujujjjj]I jl£aVI J-oj^j ^jjll <aL*JI <LaaJI j& 

3- It comes in beginning of the paragraph . ^-aljajJI 4jU ^ jL 



• Controlling ideas in the topic sentences : 

Words and phrases that direct and control the paragraph, they tell 
the readers what will be developed in the paragraph. 



Supporting information : Including specific details 

1- Facts or statistics cjUL^VI j (JjULJI 

2- Expert opinions *Ijj»JI *lj 

3- Descriptions UiL^jV! 

4- Explanations dUjjJJI 

5- Examples Ail^VI 
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6- Personal experiences ^UJiVI 

7- Observations dlk^XJI 
• Citing outside sources : j^l jjL^II ^> Jfcli 

You must cite sources . when you cite ,<> j ja^II j£j l_l»j 

1- Include the names of the authors whose ideas and words you 
used in your paper. 

l^la^klujl ^1 CjU1£]I j jl£aVI uU^ai jjiljJl ^LajJ 

2- Include the year of publication and other important 
information. CjUjk^ll j jj^jW ai** 



And on a separate page, aL^u ^i^a 
3- Include a list of : j^l 

a- Any work that influenced your writing and 

b- Any work that you included in your paper. 

litis jj ^ Clljl AjlaJc (J-aC. j 

Systems to cite sources : ji-^ll Jfc 

1- The APA (American Psychological Association) used by 
the social sciences (e.g. economic , psychology , political 
science). <=» j-**!* cW^s j ( ^^o^ 1 ^-W j^) ^ lH ls 1 

2- The MLA (Modern Language Association) used in 
humanities courses , like literature or history . J\ J 1 ^ 

(APA style) : 2 parts : o^y 

a- In-text citation :e.g, ( Janda , Berry, Goldman, 2002) 
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(Last names of multiple authors , year of publication) 

b- End -of-text reference : 

Names of multiple authors ,( year of publication) . 
Book title , (edition) , location : publisher. 

e.g, 

Janda,K.,Berry,J.,& GoldmanJ. (2002).The challenge 

t h 

of democracy (7 ed.). boston: Hounghton Mifflin. 

jjuiU]| j ^jl£-a]l 

• Audience and purpose : <j^j*ll j jjs^ 1 

When you identify your audience(readers) , you can predict their 
expectations in your writing . also have a clear understanding of the 
purpose of your writing. 

to analyze your audience and purpose and to help you further plan 
your writing assignment , answer the following question 

1- Who are my reader ? age ? gender? level of ed. 

2- Why they read my essay ? 



3- ? 

4- ? 



6 s ' 
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• Information charts to synthesize ideas : jlSaVI 

One effective way to collect and select material for your essay is to 
construct an information chart to help you visualize main ideas and 
supporting details . information in the chart is taken from a variety of 
sources, so you can examine similarities and differences in reports by 
various authors. 

bXc q-a ji.La JaJai^l I1a ^ CjLa jk^ll j . 'Uacloll jL&Vlj AjjoiJJjII jL&VI 4-Jjjl 



Essay development for expository essay :cs j^ll JUJl JLLJI jjki 

1. Introductory paragraph : <-ilj3jjll 

stimulate your readers ' interest in your topic, provide brief 
information about the topic, include a clear thesis statement 

2. Background paragraph : Uil jajJI ^ik 

include information that is factual and/or historical, 
explaining the background of the topic that readers need , ask 
yourself (who , what, when , where , why and how ) 

3. Body paragraph (2 to 6 paragraph) each body paragraph : 

topic sentence , main idea , controlling idea(s), illustrate the 
major ideas with specific examples and details, use logical 
organizers to show the relationship between ideas, include in- 
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text citation for any sources used, end with a brief concluding 
sentence . 

4. Concluding paragraph : jsjJI^jU 

remind readers of the main points, relate the conclusion to 
remarks in the introduction, provide comments , do not 
introduce more information . 



5. End-of-text reference page : 

on a separate page , list all the sources referred to when you 
wrote your paper. 



Help the parts of an essay "stick together" 

Signal the relationship between the parts If an essay 

1. Repetition of keywords and phrases tWI j dUKll J j£i 

2. Logical organizers ? jj J^V ZJ^al\ I jii. 131 ) Jli« Jtiai* 



• Thesis statements : (Jtiull ^ jJl aL^I) jUII ^ jjLI 

It states the main idea of an entire essay, normally occurs at the 
end of the introductory paragraph, governs what material is 
included in the essay , shows how that information will be 
arranged, include topic and controlling ideas that direct and control 
the entire essay. 





• Cohesion : ^UiJI 
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JlLaJl ^1 ejjjiLLa Ala loll 

• Citing sources : o^^ 1 j 1 J^ 1 ji-^* 

1- Quote the ideas (copy them exactly and put quotation marks 
around them) q ^u^W cJ^k. jjj I^jl^j JaJ^lL L^j jl£aVI o^fial 

2- Paraphrase the ideas (write them in your own words) 

<^UJI liiiUKj c&iLjki jl£aVI 4£L^ ^\ 

• Revising and editing : j^j^ 1 j **?>l j^ 1 

• Establishing credibility of experts. ^ jp^ ajsIa^ 



• Power grammar : using non-restrictive relative clauses and 
appositives to establish credibility of experts : 
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